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and the consequent of that, an inevitable necessity, that she
must now be divorced from him, for a while, whom she
loved more than all the things of this world; this was a sad
beginning: but that totall divorce, which, soon after, death
made between him and her; that he should be taken away
by an untimely death too, this was a most sore affliction to
her; ... And this heavy affliction which God sent upon
her, she interpreted for a loud call from heaven, to a further
proficiency in piety and virtue. Her first and grand employ-
ment was, to read and understand, and then (to the utmost
of her strength) to practise our most blessed Savior's Ser-
mon upon the Mount. . . . And her mercifulness was none
of those virtues which she could at all conceal from us ;
much of her estate (we saw) given yearly to those of her
kindred, which were capable of Charity from her: And some
of her neer neighbours, who were very old, and not able to
work ; or very young, and not fit for work, were wholly main-
tained by her: To other poor children she contributed much,
both for their spiritual and their temporal wel-being; by erect-
ing a Schole for them, where they were to be taught both to
read and to work: much care she took that no man, or woman,
or child should want employment; that their own hands might,
bring them in a competent subsistence; and accounted that
the best contrivement of her estate, which set most poor
people on work ; for if it were to their profit, she little re-
garded her own detriment in it. ... And for the poor at
home, and for strangers at the dore, she was very charitable
in feeding the hungry, and refreshing the faint and weak;
and for clothing the naked, in some extremities you should
see this Lady herself goe up and down the house, and beg
garments from her servants backs (whom she requited soon
after with new) that the poor might not go naked or cold
from her dore. . . . And when it was objected that many
idle and wicked people were by this course of charity, re-1ewis. his sufferings, and to encourage his known abilities (for which
